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2021 QUIXOTE ROCINANTE 
Stags Leap District 

 

 

 

THE VINTAGE 
The 2021 growing season at Quixote Winery brought low yields and 
intensely concentrated fruit due to ongoing drought conditions. A dry 
winter led to an early harvest under clear skies, with Rosé grapes picked in 
mid-August and reds in early September. Despite challenges, the vines 
showed balance and resilience, needing minimal intervention. Naturally 
reduced crop loads allowed the fruit to develop remarkable depth and 
vibrancy. The vintage reflects both place and season, delivering 
complexity and quality. Though small in quantity, the 2021 wines mark a 
standout year for Quixote in the Stags Leap District, and our team is proud 
to share this exceptional expression. 

TASTING NOTES 
The 2021 Rocinante opens with an aromatic swirl of dark fruit, raspberry 
preserves, and a playful hint of bubblegum, grounded by earthy 
undertones and a whisper of white pepper. Fleeting notes of eucalyptus 
and vanilla lend lift and intrigue. On the palate, juicy blackberry and 
bramble bush unfold with clarity, framed by soft, velvety tannins that glide 
rather than grip. There's a quiet tension between ripeness and restraint, 
finishing with a gentle echo of spice and forest floor. A wine of subtle 
complexity and graceful aging potential—enjoy over the next 15–20 years. 
 

TECHNICAL 
WINEMAKERS: Robert Smith & Philippe Melka   
ALCOHOL: 15.1% 

pH: 3.63 

TA: 6.5g/L 

HARVEST DATES: Late September – Early October 

BOTTLING DATE: March 4, 2025 

BLEND:  59% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Petite Verdot and 6% Cab Franc 

PRODUCTION: 206 cases 

RETAIL PRICE: $95.00 


